www.times.co.nz

Times, Tuesday, July 13,2021 — 11

COMMUNITY

Soundraise gives
$8000 to school

By ZOE GARDEN

hree Year 12 students

from Ormiston Senior

College have donated
$8000 worth of musical
equipment to the performing
arts department of a South
Auckland school.

Aadi  Golchha, Ashiv
Govind and Clyde Fronda
of the charity organisation
Soundraise have continued
their quest to provide low-
decile schools with the equip-
ment they need.

They surprised Mangere
Central School on July 6 with
drums, electric guitars, micro-
phones and other instru-
ments and items for their
school band.

Their music teacher
Demetrius Savai'inaea, says
the students were very excit-
ed and expressed “surprised
facial expressions”.

One student, Willie, ech-
oed this sentiment. “It was
very exciting.”

Another student, Maria,
said she was incredibly happy
they had new equipment.

“They’re not used to getting
stuff specifically for them,
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Music to the ears - from left to right, Clyde Fronda, Ashiv Govind and

Aadi Golchha.

Demetrius says. “It's a whole
different experience.

Soundraise received
a $2000 grant from the
Auckland Airport. This,
along with the support from
their sponsors Musicworks,
allowed them to purchase
$8000 dollars in musical
equipment for a school.

“One of Auckland Airport’s
primary aims for the grant is
to create new learning oppor-
tunities,” Aadi says. “We met
the target demographic.”

Mangere Central School
was chosen because of
its closeness to Auckland
Airport as part of the grant’s
aims is assisting schools
within the local community.
Theirs isn't the first school
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Soundraise has aided as they
provided Dawson Primary in
Otara with 25 new ukuleles
and introductory lessons.

They also won the
Auckland Airport charity
awards last year.

Aadi founded Soundraise
when he was 16-years-old
with the intention of provid-
ing disadvantaged children
with equipment to learn and
develop a passion for music.
He has been in a band with
Ashiv and Clyde for four
years.

Music was a lifeline for
him when he started a new
primary school. He found his
favourite activity was going
into the music room during
lunch to play a ukulele.

As he got older, he real-
ised there was a disparity
between the quality of the
musical department at his
own school and others in
neighbouring areas.

“Not all schools have the
funding to get the right
equipment,” Aadi says.

“A lack of instruments and
items can impair children’s
ability to get into music”

Demetrius has been teach-
ing at a variety of schools
around Auckland.

He says that this is a recur-
ring issue amongst low-decile
schools.

“This will help them
increase their skills as a band
and as musicians.”

The band members -
Willie, Laga, Grace, Sione and
Maria - have already began
practicing with their new
instruments and gear with
avid enthusiasm.

Soundraise’s motto of
‘Changing lives through
music’ is sailing smoothly in
the right direction.

“We want to continue
helping schools,” Aadi says.
“We already have our eye on
afew’

ESTUARY ART
REMAINS OPEN
The Estuary Art
Exhibition remains open
for the public to view at
the Uxbridge Creative
Centre until August 28.
The Estuary Art and
Ecology Award finalists
attended a ceremony
at the Malcolm Smith
Gallery on July 3. There
remains a variety of
creative and eye-catch-
ing environmental-
ly-themed artworks
exhibited at Uxbridge
by a range of talented
artists. Additionally
the public can vote for
the People’s Choice
Award which is spon-
sored by the Rice Family
Partnership with the
winner announced next
month.

TENNIS COURTS
UPGRADE

The NZ Community
Trust awarded a num-
ber of grants in the
Auckland region in June.
Among the recipients
was the Howick Tennis
Club which received
a $40,000 grant for
the upgrade of courts.
Among the 15 gaming
venues that contributed
to these grants were the
Barrel Inn in Howick and
Rib House in Flat Bush.

PEOPLE’'S
CHOICE FOR
ACCESSIBILITY
Companion driving ser-
vice Driving Miss Daisy
Howick has won plau-
dits in the 2021 People’s
Choice Accessible
Business Awards. This
year the awards attract-
ed 70 nominations for
businesses demonstrat-
ing that accessibility is
good for business and
good for people. There
were around 10,000
votes. Driving Miss Daisy
Howick & Bucklands
Beach won in the cat-
egory Accessible Built
Environment including
Public Transport.

QUICK DOLLAR
FINED

Abusinessin East Tamaki
has been fined $60,000
for toys deemed hazard-
ous and breaking prod-
uct safety standards. The
Commerce Commission
has brought three repre-
sentatives charges under
the Fair Trading Act
against the Quick Dollar.
It said their toy products
did not comply with the
applicable product safe-
ty standard. More than
1300 children’s toys sold
were a choking hazard
and contained accessible
batteries.
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Serenity | Queen Mattress & Base

£$1679

per week on
30 months
interest free*
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Swisstek Queen Mattress & Base

£$3199

per week on
$ 2 5 30 months
interest free*
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Sanctuary Dream Queen Mattress & Base

3 per week on
158299 BYFES
z interest free*

Mt Wellington
48 Mt Wellington Highway

Botany
Town Centre

bedsrus.co.nz

*0ffer valid to 3821 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Se in-store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors or misprints. 30 day Comfort Guarantee Ts and Cs apply. *30 months interest free is available on in-store ( Card and
Mastercard® Flexi Payment Plans & Purchases $999 & over until 3821, Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, layby and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Lending criteria, $50 Annual Account Fee, New Cardholder fee - $65 Establishment or Existing Cardholder fee - $35 Advance Fee applicable, terms and conditions apply. Minimu payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are
required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard Interest Rate, currently 25.99% p.a, applies to any outstanding balance at end of Interest Free period. Rate and fees correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Mastercard is a registered trademark and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated.
See In-store for full details, **Indicative Weekly Repayments: “Approved applicants only. Figures indicated include a $55 new customer advance fee however, if you are an existing Q Card or Q Mastercard holder who has used a Long Term Finance plan before your indicative payments will be less as there is only a $35 advance fee. Fees, terms, conditions & minimum finance amount applies - $50 annual Account Fee is in addition to indicative
payments (a fee of $25 applied to your Account on opening and every 6 months thereafter). Annual Account Fee must be paid i full within 55 days or it will attract interest. Minimum monthly repayment required. Interest at the Standard Interest Rate is payable on outstanding balances after the expiry of any Start-up Interest Period. The indicative repayments are only an estimate and figures should be used as an indication only. They do not
represent either a quote or pre-qualification or approval. To take advantage of the Start-up Interest Free Period, the indicative monthly repayments stated would need to be made by the due date for each statement period. Therefore, you repay the purchase amount on your Q Mastercard or Q Card (as applicable) in full within the Start-up Interest Period. In this instance, the indicative monthly repayment is the finance amount divided by the Start-up
Interest Period. The indicative repayments assume there are no additional purchases, cash withdrawals, fees or charges are incurred. If there is a Payment holiday in addition to the Start-up Interest Period, you will be required to make the minimum monthly payments upon expiry of such Payment Holiday.
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